Writing AP Exam Essays

AP Q3 SAMPLE ESSAY-QUESTION ANALYSIS

ivestigation. Choose a novel or play in which one or more of the characters confront a
mystery. Then write an essay in which you identify the mystery and explain how the

investigation illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize
the plot.
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play that you have studied, identify a character who conforms outwardly while
guestioning inwardly. Then write an essay in which you analyze how this tension

between outward conformity and inward questioning contributes to the meaning of the
work. Avoid mere plot summary.
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Select a novel, play, or epic in which a character experiences such a rift and becomes cut
off from “home,” whether that home is the character’s birthplace, family, homeland, or
other special place. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the character’s
experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this experience
illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. You may choose a work from the list
below or one of comparable literary merit. Do not merely summarize the plot.
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