James Hurst

“The Scarlet Ibis” Making Meanings with Synonyms

Remember: A thesaurus is a great place to meet friends, not to pick up strangers.

Use a dictionary or a thesaurus to find a synonym for each ‘Word to Own’ below, and write the
synonym in the space provided. Next, write a complex sentence using context clues that make
the synonym’s meaning clear. An example is provided.

Words to Own

WORD Synonym Sentence (underline dependent clause.)
vermilion red When the wind blew, the ibis, as red as a cherry, fell
from the tree with a thud.
1. imminent
2. infallibility
3. doggedness
4. precariously
5. reiterated
Identifying Antonyms

For each item below, choose the word or phrase from column B that is the antonym or
opposite of the word in column A. Write the letter of the antonym in the blank provided. Use a

dictionary or thesaurus if necessary.

A
1. imminent

2. precariously
3. reiterated
4. doggedness
5. infallibility

B

compliance

distant

faultiness

securely

m o o w >z

stated once
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